Prepostional phrases and motion (motion/direction) and location phrases

1. Motion/direction phrases are a kind of adverbial.


She went out.


She threw the trash over the cliff.


He lives here.


They put the money in the safe.


He lives in Honolulu.


John ran right back out into the yard.

2. Some prepositions only work with motion; others with location. In some cases there are pairs, where one indicates motion and the other location.  In some cases, a given prepostion can be used for either motion or location. 


at/to


in/into


on/onto


over/over


under/under

3. Particles are prepostion-like words that don't have objects. Some scholars consider them "intransitive prepositions." 


She went out.


He fell over.


I put it in.

4.  While ESL materials seldom mention it, the possibilities for location and motion phrases are very rich.

Here are the principles given by C.L. Baker (1989) English Syntax Chapter 6.

A locative phrase or motion phrase can consist of a locative sequence (LocSeq) or a motion sequence (MotSeq), optionally preceded by the word right.

A locative or motion sequence can consist of one or more of the following parts, in the order given:


• the particle back


• a directional particle


• one of the words here or there

• a prepositional phrases headed by a preposition of location or motion

----

This yields


right back out here in the yard


back here behind the counter


right up into the attic


back


here


etc. 

[Normally, location and direction phrases occur at the end of the verb phrase, after an object. (I put the sugar back in). When the motion or location phrases consists only of a particle, the particle can be shifted to a position before a direct object (I put in the sugar.); otherwise all motion and location phrases come after an object. This is sometimes called particle shift, and we'll talk about it later. Some ESL materials consider the shifting to be in the other direction (from before the object to after the object). ]

